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ABSTRACT 

For the year 7 387, 24.4 % of American households were 
touched by crime. A household is considered touched by crime if 
during the year it was affected by a aurglarly, auto theft, or 
household theft or if a household member was raped, robbed, or 
assaulted or was a victim of personal theft, no matter where the 
crime occurred. Thjse offenses, which include attempted as well as 
completed crimes, were measured by the National Crime Survey. One in 
four American households was touched by a crime of violence or theft 
in 1987, the same proportion as in the previous 2 years. Except for 
personal theft, which was slightly lower in 1987 than in 1985, there 
was no measureable difference in 1987 from either of the previous 2 
years in the percentages of households touched by any of the crimes 
measured. Households in rural areas wore touched by crime to a lesser 
degree in 1987 than in 1986 although crime rates did not change for 
urban and suburban areas. A higher percentage of black households 
than white households were touched by crime. Households with higher 
incomes were more susceptible to victimization than those with lower 
incomes, almost entirely because of their greater vulnerability to 
personal theft. Households in rural areas were least susceptible to 
criminal victimization, while those in urban areas were most 
susceptible. Households in the Northeast were the xeast vulnerable to 
crime, while households in the West were the most vulnerable. In 
general, the more people in a household, the greater its 
vulnerability to crime. Black households were more vulnerable to 
crimes of high concern (rape, robbery, assault) than were white 
households, as were households in the West more vulnerable tnan those 
in the Northeast. Trends affecting crime statistics include the move 
from urban to suburban and rural areas and the decrease in size of 
American households. The report concludes with a discussion of 
methodology, describing how and why statistics were gathered. 
(Information on publications of the Bureau of Justice Statistics is 
provided.) (ABL) 
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Households Touched 
by Crime, 1987 



One in 4 American households were 
touched by • crime of violence or theft 
in 1987, the same proportion as in t> 
previous 2 years. The estimate thus re- 
mained at its lowest level since 1975, 
the first year it was available, when 
about 1 in 3 households were touched by 
crime. Except for personal theft, 
which was slightly lower in 1987 than in 
1985, there was no measurable dif- 
ference in 1987 from either of the 
previous 2 years in the percentages of 
household; touched by any of the 
crimes measured: rape, robbery, as- 
sault, personal theft, household 
i burglary, household theft, or motor 
^ vehicle theft (table 1). 

* The term "household" as used in this 
t report refers to a dwelling unit (usually 
CM a house or apartment) and the people 
O who occupy it. A household is consid- 
^ ered "touched by crime" if during the 
^ year it was affected by a burglary, auto 
theft, or household theft or if a house- 
hold member was raped, robbed, or as- 
saulted or was a victim of personal 
theft, no matter where the crime oc- 
curred. These offenses, which include 
attempted as well as completed crimes, 
are measured by the National Crime 
Survey (NCS), the source of this report. 

Almost 5% of the Nation's households 
had a member who was the victim of a 
violent crime In 1987. Five percent of 
all households were burglarized at least 
once during the year, and 17% had a 
completed or attempted theft. Ap- 
proximately 3% of U.8. households were 
victims of both personal and house hr^ 
crimes, and about 1% of households 
were touched by both personal theft 
and violence. These estimates were 
unchanged from 1986. 
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Figur9 1 

h> 1987, as in earlier years, house- 
holds with high incomes, households in 
urban areas, and black households were 
more vulnerable to crime than others. 
During 1987, 28% of black households, 
27% of households with incomes of 
$25,000 or more, and 29% of urban 
households were touched by crime. 

As in 1986, Hispanic households were 
more vulnerable to crim - than non- 
Hispanic households; households in the 
Northern were the least vulnerable to 



May 1988 

This marks the eighth year that 
BJS has published this bulletin. As 
in the previous 2 years, about 1 in 
4 American households experi- 
enced a rape, robbery, assault, 
burglary, or theft. This is well 
below the almost 1 in 3 households 
touched by crime in 1975. Al- 
though the number of households 
in the United States increased by 
18 million since 1975, the actual 
number of households touched by 
crime has fallen by more than a 
million. 

Clearly, crime remains high in 
our society. Nevertheless, during 
the past decade, progress has been 
made in reducing the threat to 
households of being touched by 
crime. 

Steven R. Schlesinger 
Director 



crime (19%), while those in the West 
were the most vulnerable (29%). About 
25% of the households in the Midwest 
and 24% of the households in the South 
were touched by crime in 1987. 

Trends 

This year was only the second year 
since 1981 in which the percentage of 
households touched by crime did not 
decrease significantly from the pre- 
vious year (figure 1). Since its 
inception in 1975, the proportion of 
households touched by crime has never 
shown a year-to-year increase. More 
than a million fewer households were 

was the first year that these characteristics 
were examined, 
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touched by crime in 1987 than in 1975, 
despite an increase of about 18 million 
households in the Nation during the 13- 
year period (table 2). 

White households have enjoyed a 
larger decline since 1975 in the per- 
centage of households touched by crime 
tnan black households (figure 2). 
Between 1975 and 1987 the proportion 
of white households touched by crime 
fell by 25%, compared to a 15% decline 
for black households. 

This overall difference in the trends 
for white and black households is 
caused primarily by differences in the 
trends for household theft, which de- 
clined for white households but did not 
change for black households. White and 
black households had similar declining 
trends between 1975 and 1987 for vio- 
lent crime, personal theft, and bur- 
glary. 

1986-87 comparisons 

While households in rural areas were 
touched by crime to a lesser degree in 
1987 than in 1986, crime rates for 
households in urban and suburban areas 
did not change during those 2 years. 
Moreover, between 1986 and 1987 the 
percentage of households touched by 
crime was stable for all other demo- 
graphic variables examined: race, 
household income, size of household, 
ethnicity, and region. 
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Race and ethnicity of household 

A higher percentage of black house- 
holds than white households were „ 
touched by crime in 1987 (table 3)/ 
Black households were more vulnerable 
than white households to violent 
crimes, household theft, and burglary. 
White households were more vulnerable 
than black households to personal 
theft. When personal and household 
thefts were combined, there was no 
measurable difference in the propor- 
tions of black and white households 
victimized. Households of other races 
(Asians, Pacific Islanders, and Native 
Americans) were touched by crime to a 
degree not measurably different from 
either white or black households. 

Hispanic households were more vul- 
nerable to crime than non-Hispanic 
households in 1987, primarily because 
of their greater susceptibility to rob- 
bery, burglary, household theft, and 
motor vehicle theft. There were no 
differences between Hispanic and non- 
Hispanic households in the percentages 
victimized by assault or personal theft. 

Family income 

Households with higher incomes were 
more susceptible to crime victimization 
than those with lower incomes, almnst 
entirely because of their greater 
vulnerability to crimes of personal 
theft. The percentage of households 
with incomes of $25,000 or more 

2 Por thit analytlt, the raoe of tht household It 
oontidtred to be thtt of tht houtthold head. 
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victimised by personal theft was about 
retimes that of households with in- 
comes under $7,500 (table 4). Despite 
differing risks for personal theft, 
households at all income levels ap- 
peared equally susceptible to household 
theft. 

Households with incomes below 
$15,000 experienced violent crimes and 
burglaries to a greater degree than did 
households in higher income categories. 

Place of residence 

In 1987, at in previous years, house- 
holds in urban areas were the moat sus- 
ceptible to criminal victimization, 
while households in rural areas were the 
least susceptible. For most types of 
crime, suburban households were less 
vulnerable than urban households but 
more vulnerable than rural households. 
There was r however, no measurable dif- 
ference between the percentage of 
urban and suburban households victim- 
ised by personal theft, nor were there 
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Table 4. Percent of houaebolda touched by crime, by selected characteristics, 1947 
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or a burglary. 



measurable differences in the percent- 
ages of suburban and rural households 
victimized by assault or burglary. 

in 1987, 1 in 61 urban households had 
a member who was the victim of a 
robbery, compared with 1 in 138 sub- 
urban households and 1 in 205 rural 
households. 

Region 

Households in the Northeast were the 
least vulnerable to crime in 1987 (19%), 
while those in the West were the most 
vulnerable (29%). About 25% of the 
households in the Midwest and 24% of 
households in the South were touched 
by crime in 1987. 

With two exceptions, households in 
all regions were about as likely to have 
a member suffer a robbery or to have a 
motor vehicle stolen: Midwestern 
households were slightly more vulner- 
able than southern households to have a 
member who was robbed, and western 
households were somewhat more likeiy 
than southern households to suffer a 
completed or attempted motor vehicle 
theft. 

Northeastern households were less 
likely than households in other regions 
to be victimized by theft or burglary or 
to have a member victimized by as- 
sault. Western households were more 
vulnerable than households in other 
regions to crimes of theft and to crimes 
of high concern (burglary or a violent 
crime committed by a stranger). 

Size of household 

in general, the more people in a 
household, the greater is its vulner- 
ability to crime (tabie 5). This tend- 
ency is more pronounced for personal 
crimes than for household crimes be- 
cause larger households have more 
members at risk for personal crimes, 
but each household, regardless of size, 
is at risk for household crimes. 

Vulnerability to personal crime vic- 
timization generally does not increase 
at a rate proportional to increases in 
household size. For example, in 1987 
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the percentage of six-or-more-person 
households touched * y personal theft 
was about 2^times that of one-person 
households. 

One reason why personal crime vic- 
timization is not simply proportional to 
household size is that many households 
with 2 or more members include chil- 
dren under 12 years of age. Crimes 
against such young children are not 
included in the measurement of house- 
holds touched by crime, in addition, 
dif ferenes in demographic characteris- 
tics and lifestyles among different size 
households will affect the degree to 
which they are touched by crime be* 
cause both of these factors are related 
to crime vulnerability. 

The relationship between household 
size and vulnerability to crime shown in 
past years also held for 1987: 

• Fewer than 1 in S single-person 
households were touched by crime, 
compared to almost 2 in 5 households 
with six or more people. 

• Households with six or more members 
were about 4 times more likely than 
single-person households to be touched 
by violent crime (10.2% vs. 2.6%) and 
2r^times as likely to be' touched by 
personal or household theft (27% vs. 
11%). 

As in previous years, the percentages 
of households of different sizes touched 
by crime varied least for burglary, in 
1987, 5% of single-person households 
were burglarized one or more times, 
compared to 7% of households with six 
or more members. 

Crimes of high concern 

in 1987, 1 in 14 households in the 
Nation were burglarized or had a 
member who was the victim of a vio- 
lent crime (rape, robbery, or assault) 
committed by a stranger. These 
crimes, which many people consider the 
most threatening, have been designated 
"crimes of high concern" in this report. 

in 1987, as in previous years, low- 
income and urban households were the 
most likely to be victims of crimes of 
high concern. Black households were 
more vulnerable to crimes of high 
concern than white households but not 
more vulnerable than households of 
other races (figure 3). Households in 
the Northeast were the least vulnerable 
to crimes of high concern, while house- 
holds in the West were the most vulner- 

'Crlmes efsinst children under age 12 ere excluded 
from the Netlonsl Crime Survey beoeus» asking 
seniltlve questions about victimisation might be 
stressful to the child or the parents, possibly 
discouraging the adults* participation In the survey. 



Households touched by crimes 
of high concern, by race 
of household head, 1981*67 
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able. Similar percentages of southern 
and midwestern households were 
touched by crimes of high concern. 

From 1981, when 10.5% of all house- 
holds were touched by a crime of high 
concern f the percentage of households 
touched by such crimes decreased. 
While the percent of households 
touched by crimes of high concern in 
1987 (7.4%) did not differ from either 
of the 2 previous years, it was lower 
than the percent touched in 1984 (8%). 

Factors affecting trends 

As discussed in previous reports, 
changes in American society can have 
an effect on the percentage of house- 
holds touched by crime. How Ameri- 
cans live affects these estimates 
because this influences how crime is 
distributed across society. 

American society is extremely 
mobile. People are constantly moving 
into and out of different households, 
creating new households, and merging 
existing households. For some time the 
population has been moving away from 
urban areas into suburban and rural 
areas. Between 197S and 198S the per- 
centage of households located in urban 
areas fell from 32% to 29% of all 
households, while suburban and rural 
households increased from 68% to 71% 
of all American households. 

4 Estimates of households In urban, suburban, end 
rurel areas for 19M end 1917 are not comparable to 
those of previous yeers. Geographic codes for II II 
and 1917 estlmetos are based upon 1910 Census 
definitions, and ostlmetes for earlier yean are 
based upon 1970 Census definitions. 



5 



During the 1975-8? period the aver- 
age American household hai decreased 
In size. One-person households rep- 
resented 21% of all households in 1975 
but 24% in 1987. The percent of 
households containing six or more 
people fell from 7% to 3% during this 
period. These movements shift popu- 
lation from households more vulnerable 
to crime— larger ones and those in 
urban areas— to those less vulnerable- 
smaller ones and those in suburban or 
rural areas. 

The percentage of households 
touched by crime Is probably lower than 
it would have been had these population 
shifts not occurred. For example, if 
the size distribution of American 
households were the same in 1987 as in 
1975, then the estimate of households 
touched by crime would have been 
25.2% rather than 24.4%. 5 This adjust- 
ed estimate, however, is still signifi- 
cantly below the 1975 estimate of 32% 
of households touched by crime. 

Methodology 

The households-touched-by-crime 
indicator was developed by the Bureau 
of Justice Statistics in 1981 to improve 
our understanding of the impact of 
crime on our society. 6 The household 
was chosen as the unit of analysis 
because crimes such as burglary are 
crimes against an entire household and 
crimes against persons affect not only 
the victim but also members of the 
victim's household. 

Households-touched-by-crime esti- 
mates are derived from National Crime 
Survey (NCS) statistics on rape, 
personal robbery, assault, household 
burglary, personal and household theft, 
and motor vehicle theft. 7 Because the 
NCS counts only crimes for which the 
victim can be interviewed, homicide is 
not counted. Its exclusion does not 
noticeably affect the estimates. If 
each of the homicides during 1987 had 
touched a different household and if 
these households had been touched by 
no other crime (the largest possible 
effect), then the inclusion of homicides 
in these findings would not have raised 
the overall percentage of households 

*Thto analysts assumes that In Men cetcfory of 
household site tht percentage of houMhokk touched 
by erime In 1IST would be unchanged, given the site 
distribution for aU households that existed In 1975. 

* Thc PrevsJenee of Crime. Buret u of Justice 
Stetlsties Bulletin, NCJ-75905, March 1911. 

7 These crimes are defined in Measuring Crime. BJS 
Bulletin, NCJ-T5710, February 1911. As used In this 
report, the term "theft" Is synonymous with the 
term "larceny" used In previous reports. 
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touched by crime (24.4%) by as much as 
.05%.* 

Other crimes against persons or their 
households, such as fraud, confidence 
games, kidnaping, and arson, are not in- 
cluded in this analysis because they are 
not measured by the NCS. 

Traditional measures of crime are in 
the form of volumes or rates. Data on 
the volume of crime have limited useful- 
ness because the size of the population 
is not taken into account. Rates- 
expressed in the NCS as crimes per 1,000 
households or per 1,000 persons-* 
automatically correct for different popu- 
lation sizes, but they do not show 
whether a given amount of crime is 
widely spread or highly concentrated 
within a limited population. 

For each type of crime examined, a 
household is counted only once, regard- 
less of how many times that household 
was victimized. For example, if a 
household was burglarized twice and one 
of its members robbed once during the 
year, it is counted once for households 
touched by burglary even though it was 
victimized twice by burglary. It is also 
counted once for households touched by 
robbery. Finally, it is counted once in 
the overall measure, households touched 
by crime. 

Consequently, the households-touched- 
by -crime estimate for 1987 (24.496) is 

^Preliminary est! metes for 1917 Indicate thet 
homicides decreased by 4% from the 20,610 thet 
occurred In 1916 (Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
U niform Crime Reports. 1987). 
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less than the sum of the estimates for 
households touched by personal crimes 
(14.4%) and those touched by household 
crimes (13.4%) because 3.4% of U.S. 
households were victims of both 
personal and household crimes. 
Similarly, because about 1.2% of the 
U.S. households were touched by both 
personal theft and violence, the sum of 
households touched by personal theft 
(11%) and those touched by violence 
(4.6%) exceeds the estimate of those 
touched by personal crime (14.4%). 

All data in this bulletin are from the 
National Crime Survey except those 
specifically attributed to other 
sources. The NCS is an ongoing survey 
conducted for the Bureau of Justice 
Statistics. Interviews are conducted at 
6-fncnth intervals with all occupants 
age !2 and older in about 49,000 
housing units (99,000 persons). Because 
the NCS does not obtain information 
about crimes against persons under age 
12, households experiencing only these 
crimes are not included in the estimate 
of households touched by crime. 

The estimates in this bulletin are 
derived from sample survey data, and 
they Are subject to sampling varia- 
tion. Because the procedure used to 
produce estimates of households 
touched by crime differs from that for 
victimization rates, the households- 
touched data have standard errors 
about 8% higher than those for victimi- 
zation rates with the same population 
bases even though they are derived 
from the same sample survey. 

Comparisons presented in this report 
were determined to be statistically 
significant at the 95% confidence level, 
meaning that the estimated difference 
is greater than twice the standard 
error. Statements of comparison quali- 
fied by language such as "slightly" or 
"somewhat" indicate statist!cal 
significance at the 90% level (1.6 
standard errors). 

The estimates are also subject to 
response errors, including crimes that 
are forgotten or withheld from the 
interviewer. Such response errors tend 
to cause understated counts of house- 
holds touched by crime. 0 

9 Details of the NCS sample design, thestendard 
error computation, end the euatomary estimation 
procedure for victimization retes and counts may be 
found In Appendix II! of the BJS report Criminal 
Victimisation In the United States. 1915. NCJ- 
104273, May 1917. 

10 A more detailed description of the procedures 
used to estlmsta households touched by crime ap- 
pears In an unpublished memorandum prepared by 
the U.S. Bureau of the Census. The memorandum Is 
available from the author, Michael Rand, c/o 
Bureau of J us tics Statistics, 933 Indiana Avenue, 
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20531, telephone (202) 724- 
7774. 
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Drugs & Crime Data 



-v** TV- 
Data Center & A* 

Clearinghouse for r-^jBM^! 

Drugs & Crime * v?*' ' 



Illicit drugs- 
Cultivation to 
consequences 

The worldwide drug business 

Cultivation & production 
Foreign 
Domestic 

Distribution 
Export 

Transshipment 
Import into U.S. 

Finance 
Money laundering 
Profits 

The fight against drugs 

Enforcement 
Border interdiction 
Investigation 
Seizure & forfeiture 
Prosecution 

Consumption reduction 
Prevention 
Education 
Treatment 

Consequences of drug use 

Abuse 
Addiction 
Overdose 
Death 

Crime 
While on drugs 
For drug money 
Trafficking 

Impact on justice system 

Social disruption 



The Data Center & Clearinghouse 
for Drugs & Crime is funded by 
the Bureau of Justice Assistance 
and directed by the Bureau of 
Justice Statistics of the U.& 
Department of Justice. 



Major heroin smuggling routes Into the United States 




DBA Quarterly Intelligence Trends 



One free phone call can give you access 
to a growing data base on drugs & crime 



The new Data Center & Clearing- 
house for Drugs & Crime is managed 
by the Bureau of Justice Statistics 
To serve you, the center will — 

• Respond to your requests 
for drugs and crime data 

• Let you know about new drugs and 
crime data reports 

• Send you reports on drugs and crime 

• Conduct special bibliographic 
searches for you on specific drugs 
and crime topics 



Major cocaine smuggling routes 
into the United States 



r you to data on epidemiol- 
ogy, prevention, and treatment of 
substance abuse at the National 
Clearinghouse for Alcohol and Drug 
Information of the Alcohol, Drug 
Abuse* and Mental Health Adminis- 
tration. 

• Publish special reports on subjects 
such as assets forfeiture and seizure, 
economic costs of drug-related 
crime, drugs and vtoience, drug laws 
of the 50 States, drug abuse and 
corrections, and innovative law 
enforcement reactions to drugs and 
crime 

• Prepare a comprehens a, concise 
report that will bring together a rich 
array of data to trace and quantify 
the full flow of illicit drugs from 
cultivation to consequences 




DEA Quarterly 
intelligence Trends 



Ca// new and speak to a specialist 
in drugs & crime statistics: 

1-800-666-3332 



Or write to the Data Center & 
Clearinghouse for Drugs & Crime 
1600 Research Boulevard 
Rockvllle, MD 20830 
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(revised June 1906) 

Cm BSMSS BOO-7324277 (local 
30V2S1 -5600) to order BJ8 reports, 
to be added to one of the BJ8 mailing 
KtU. or to apook to a rsfortfico 
apsctaMst in statistics at the Justice 
Statistics Claarlngnouaa, National 
Criminal Justice Reference Service, 
Box 6000, RockvfNa, MO 20650. 
34ngle oopla s of reports sre fraa; uaa 
NCJ number to order. Postage and 
handling ara cherged fof balk orders 
of single reports For elngle coplaa of 
multiple trtlaa, up to 10 trbee ara fraa; 
1 1-40 tWaa 510; mora than 40, $20; 
Nbrariee can for epecJai rates 

PubMe-use tapaa of BJ8 data sets 
and other ermine) Juetlee data ara 
available from tha Criminal Juatlca 
Archive and Information Network P.O. 
Box 1 246, Ann Arbor, Ml 46106 
(313-763-5010). 
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BJS maintains tha following 
mailing Hate: 

Drugs and crime data (new) 
White-collar crime (new) 
National Crime Survey (annual) 
Corrections (annual) 
Juvomia corrections {annual) 
Courts (annual) 

Privacy and aecurity of criminal 
history information and 
information policy 
a Federal atatiatlca (annual) 
a BJS bulletins and special raporta 

(approximately twice e month) 
e Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 
Statistics (annual) 

To be added to these lists, writs to: 
Justice Statistics Cleerlnehouaa/ 
NCJRS 

Box BOOO, RockvlllS, MO 20060. 
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To be added to any BJS mailing list, copy 
or cut out this page, fill it in and mail it to: 

Q If the mailing label below is 
correct, check here and do not 
fill in name and address. 



Justice Statistics Clearinghouse/NCJRS 
U.S. Department of Justice 
User Services Department 2 
Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20850 



You will receive an 
annual renewal card. 
If you do not return it, 
we must drop you from 
the mailing list. 



Name: 
Title: 
Organization: 



Street or box: 



City, State, Zip: 
Daytime phone number: ( ) 

Interest in criminal justice (or organization and title if you put home address above): 
Please put me on the mailing list for— 



Justice expenditure and employ- 
ment reports—annual spending 
and staffing by Federal/State/ 
local governments and by func- 
tion (police, courts, etc.) 

□ White-collar crime-data on the] 
processing of Federal white- j> 
collar crime cases j 

O Privacy and security of criminal 
history information and informa- 
tion policy— new legislation; 
maintaining and releasing 
intelligence and investigative 
records; data quality issues 

Federal statistics— data describ- 
ing Federal case processing, from 
investigation through prosecution, 
adjudication, and corrections 



n Juvenile corrections reports— 
s iveniles in custody in public and 
vate detention and correction- 
al facilities 

O I Drugs and crime data— sentencing 
and time served by drug offend- 
New! ( ers * drug use at time of crime by 
I jail inmates and State prisoners, 
and other quality data on drugs, 
crime, and law enforcement 

f~) BJS bulletins and special reports 

—timely reports of the most 
current justice data 

HI Prosecution and adjudication in 
State courts— case processing 
from prosecution through court 
disposition, State felony laws, 
felony sentencing, criminal 
defense 



H Corrections reports— results of 
sample survevs and censuses of 
jails, prisons, parole, probation, 
and other cprrections data 

O National Crime Survey reports— 
the only regular national survey 
of crime victims 

PI Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 

Statistics (annual)— broad-based 
data from 150+ sources (400+ 
tables, 100+ figures, index) 

["1 Send me a form to sign up for N1J 
Reports (issued free 6 times a 
year), which abstracts both 
private and government criminal 
justice publications and lists 
conferences and training sessions 
in the field. 
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